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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 1322 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, ICPC, VN, VS, TH 

SUBJ: PRG ISSUE AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE CONFERENCE ON THE 
LAW OF WAR 

REF: STATE 8673 

1. IN RESPONSE TO INSTRUCTIONS IN PARA 8 OF REFTEL, WE LEFT AN 
AIDE MEMOIRE BASED ON THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN PARAS 6, 7, 

AND 8(A) WITH THE SECRETARY TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER ON JANUARY 16. 
WE WERE UNABLE TO MAKE A VERBAL DEMARCHE BECAUSE ALL RELEVANT 
MFA OFFICIALS WERE INVOLVED WITH THE VISIT OF THE LAO MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR. 

2. WHILE THE MFA IS STILL CONSIDERING THE MATTER. A SENIOR OFFICIAL 
OF THE POLITICAL DEPARTMENT OF MFA HAS ASSURED US THAT THE RTG 
INTENDS TO MAINTAIN ITS STAND AGAINST PRG REPRESENTATION AT 
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3. COMMENT: SUGGEST THAT ANY 51 -PARAGRAPH TELEGRAM WOULD 
BENEFIT FROM A SUMMARY, INCLUDING BRIEF INSTRUCTION ON REQUESTED 
ACTION. WOULD ALSO BE USEFUL IN FUTURE IF DEPARTMENT, WHICH KNOWS 
ISSUE BETTER THAN FIELD, COULD ASSEMBLE IMPORTANT BACK- 
GROUND INFORMATION AND COMPLEX TALKING POINTS INTO A DRAFT 
AIDE MEMOIRE THAT EACH POST COULD THEN EDIT SLIGHTLY TO SUIT 
THE LOCAL SITUATION. 

KINTNER UNQUOTE. 

KINTNER 
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